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IN THE CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for authenticating operation of a 

transceiver with a control station within a wireless remote identification 
system, the method comprising: 

receiving transceiver configuration information including a network 
address and transceiver authentication credentials for associating with the 
transceive r, wherein receiving the authentication request includes 
receiving a first data value and a second data value from the control 
station : 

receiving an authentication request from a control station within the 
remote identification system; 

producing an authentication response for authenticating the 
transceiver by applying authentication processing to request information 
in the authentication request, the authentication processing being based 
on use of the transceiver authentication credentials associated with the 
transceive r, wherein producing the authentication response includes: 
utilizing the first data value to identify an instruction of 
multiple instructions associated with the transceiver: 

computing an authentication response value by applying the 
identified instruction to the second data value: and 

generating the authentication response to include the 
authentication response value : and 

transmitting the authentication response to the control station to 
allow the control station to determine if the transceiver is authorized to 
communicate within the remote identification system. 
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2. (Currently Amended) Th e m e thod of c l a i m 1 A method for authenticating 
operation of a transceiver with a control station within a wireless remote 
identification system, the method comprising: 

receiving transceiver configuration information including a network 
address and transceiver authentication credentials for associating with the 
transceiver: 

receiving an authentication request from a control station within the 
remote identification system: 

producing an authentication response for authenticating the 
transceiver by applying authentication processing to request information 
in the authentication request, the authentication processing being based 
on use of the transceiver authentication credentials associated with the 
transceiver: and 

transmitting the authentication response to the control station to 
allow the control station to determine if the transceiver is authorized to 
communicate within the remote identification system; 

wherein receiving transceiver configuration information including a 
network address and transceiver authentication credentials comprises: 

performing address assignment processing to receive the network 
address; 

receiving transceiver authentication credentials including receiving: 

i) a transceiver identification code uniquely assigned to the 
transceiver; and 

ii) a transceiver instruction set containing a set of 
authentication values and corresponding authentication 
instructions. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein receiving transceiver 
configuration information comprises: 
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periodically receiving replacement transceiver authentication 
credentials to replace the transceiver authentication credentials formerly 
received by the transceiver. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3 wherein the request 
information within the authentication request includes: 

i) an request authentication result; and 

ii) a request data value; 

wherein applying authentication processing to request information 
within the authentication request based on the transceiver authentication 
credentials to produce the authentication response comprises: 

identifying an authentication instruction that matches the request 
authentication result; and 

applying the authentication instruction that matches the request 
authentication result to the request data value from the authentication 
request to produce the authentication response. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4 wherein identifying an authentication 
instruction that matches the request authentication result comprises: 

applying an authentication function to authentication values in the 
set of authentication values within the transceiver authentication 
credentials to produce corresponding transceiver authentication results; 
and 

for each transceiver authentication result produced, determining if 
the transceiver authentication result matches the request authentication 
result for that authentication value, and if the transceiver authentication 
result matches the request authentication result for that authentication 
value, performing the operation applying the authentication instruction to 
produce the authentication response. 



U.S. Application No.: 10/786,529 Attorney Docket No.: SUN03-1 4(040486) 
-5- 



6. (Original) The method of claim 5 wherein the request authentication result 
is a hash value result produced from a hash function within the control 
station and wherein the authentication function is an equivalent hash 
function within the transceiver and wherein the request authentication 
result is calculated by the control station using the hash function on a copy 
of the authentication values in the set of authentication values within the 
transceiver authentication credentials that is programmed into the control 
station. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5 wherein applying the 
authentication instruction that matches the request authentication result to 
the request data value from the authentication request to produce the 
authentication response comprises: 

applying the authentication instruction to the request data value 
based on the transceiver identification code to obtain the authentication 
response. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 comprising repeating receiving an 
authentication request, applying authentication processing and 
transmitting the authentication response until at least one of: 

i) an authentication acknowledgement is received from the control 
station indicating that the transceiver was successfully authenticated; and 

ii) a number of repeated attempts to authenticate the transceiver 
each fail. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8 comprising repeating the operations of 
receiving an authentication request, applying authentication processing 
and transmitting the authentication response and upon each repeated 
iteration of such operations, the authentication request specifies at least 
one of: 
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i) a different request authentication result for use by the transceiver 
to select an authentication instruction; and 

ii) a different request data value for use by the transceiver during 
application of the selected authentication instruction. 



1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the transceiver is 
an RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) transceiver and wherein the 
control station operates an RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) 
management application to communicate with multiple RFID tags in the 
wireless remote identification system, the transceiver configured to 
communicate information received from the multiple RFID tags over a 
wireless link to the control station . 



1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein receiving transceiver 
configuration information comprises: 

performing an automatic download operation to receive the 
transceiver authentication credentials during trusted time period of 
operation of the transceiver. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 4 wherein the identified authentication 
instruction is at least one of a roll forward and a roll back instruction and 
wherein the request data value indicates an amount by which to roll the 
instruction set and wherein applying the authentication instruction that 
matches the request authentication result to the request data value from 
the authentication request to produce the authentication response 
comprises: 

shifting a relationship position of the authentication instruction 
relative to the transceiver authentication values in the authentication 
credentials by an amount specified by the request data value, such that 
each transceiver authentication value in the authentication credentials 
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corresponds to a different authentication instruction than prior to shifting 
the relationship position of the authentication instruction. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) In a control station for management of transceivers, 
a method for authenticating operation of a_the transceiver with the control 
station ^ w i th i n a w i ro l oss romoto ident i ficat i on system, the method 
comprising: 

providing transceiver configuration information including a network 
address and transceiver authentication credentials to a transceiver; 

providing an authentication request from the control station within 
the remote identification system to the transceiver, the authentication 
request containing a request authentication result and a request data 
value; 

receiving an authentication response from the transceiver, the 
authentication response containing an authentication response answer to 
the authentication request, the authentication response answer including a 
computed data value derived by the transceiver applying a computational 
instruction to the request data value; and 

determining if the authentication response answer is valid by 
applying authentication processing to the authentication response answer 
within the authentication response in conjunction with the transceiver 
authentication credentials, and if the authentication response answer is 
valid, transmitting an authentication success message to the transceiver. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein providing an authentication 
request from the control station within the remote identification system to 
the transceiver, the authentication request containing a request 
authentication result and a request data value comprises: 

selecting a transceiver authentication value from the transceiver 
authentication credentials; and 
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applying an authentication function to the transceiver authentication 
value to produce the request authentication result for use in the 
authentication request. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein determining if the 
authentication response answer is valid comprises: 

applying an authentication instruction corresponding to the selected 
transceiver authentication value to the request data value in conjunction 
with a transceiver identification code of the transceiver to which the 
authentication request was provided in order to produce a control station 
response; and 

comparing the control station response to the authentication 
response answer within the authentication response to determine if they 
are equivalent, and if they are equivalent, indicating that the authentication 
response answer is valid. 

16. (Previously Presented) A transceiver comprising: 

a memory; 
a processor; 

a communications interface; 

an interconnection mechanism coupling the memory, the 
processor, and the communications interface, the memory encoded with 
an authentication process that when executed by the processor, causes 
the transceiver authenticate operation of the transceiver with a control 
station within a wireless remote identification system by causing the 
transceiver to perform the operations of: 

receiving, via the communications interface, transceiver 
configuration information including a network address and transceiver 
authentication credentials, 
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receiving, via the communications interface, an authentication 
request from a control station within the remote identification system; 

applying authentication processing to request information within the 
authentication request by modifying the request information using the 
transceiver authentication credentials; 

producing an authentication response to include the modified 
request information; and 

transmitting, via the communications interface, the authentication 
response to the control station to allow the control station to determine if 
the transceiver is authorized to communicate within the remote 
identification system; 

wherein when the transceiver performs the operation of receiving 
transceiver configuration information including a network address and 
transceiver authentication credentials, the transceiver performs the 
operations of: 

performing address assignment processing to receive the network 
address; 

receiving transceiver authentication credentials including receiving: 

i) a transceiver identification code uniquely assigned to the 
transceiver; and 

ii) a transceiver instruction set containing a set of 
authentication values and corresponding authentication 
instructions . 

17. (Canceled) Th e transc ei v e r of cla i m 16 wh e r ei n wh e n th e transc ei v e r 
p e rforms th e op e rat i on of r e ceiv i ng transc ei v e r conf i gurat i on i nformat i on 
i nc l ud i ng a n e twork addr e ss and transc ei v e r auth e nt i cat i on cr e d e nt i a l s, 
th e transc ei v e r p e rforms th e op e rat i ons of: 

p e rform i ng addr e ss assignm e nt proc e ss i ng to r e c ei v e th e n e twork 
address; 
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r e c ei v i ng transc ei v e r auth e nt i cat i on cr e d e nt i a l s i nc l ud i ng 
r e c ei v i ng: 

i ) a transc ei v e r i dent i fication cod e un i qu el y ass i gn e d to th e 
transc ei v e r; and 

ii ) a transco i vor i nstruct i on sot conta i n i ng a sot of 
authont i cat i on va l ues and correspond i ng authent i cat i on 
i nstruct i ons . 

18. (Original) The transceiver of claim 1 7 wherein when the transceiver 
performs the operation of receiving transceiver configuration information, 
the transceiver performs the operation of: 

periodically receiving replacement transceiver authentication 
credentials to replace the transceiver authentication credentials formerly 
received by the transceiver. 

1 9. (Original) The transceiver of claim 1 8 wherein the request information 
within the authentication request includes: 

i) an request authentication result; and 

ii) a request data value; 

wherein when the transceiver performs the operation of applying 
authentication processing to request information within the authentication 
request in conjunction with the transceiver authentication credentials to 
produce an authentication response, the transceiver performs the 
operations of: 

identifying an authentication instruction that matches the request 
authentication result; and 

applying the authentication instruction that matches the request 
authentication result to the request data value from the authentication 
request to produce the authentication response. 
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20. (Original) The transceiver of claim 19 wherein when the transceiver 
performs the operation of identifying an authentication instruction that 
matches the request authentication result, the transceiver performs the 
operations of: 

applying an authentication function to authentication values in the 
set of authentication values within the transceiver authentication 
credentials to produce corresponding transceiver authentication results; 
and 

for each transceiver authentication result produced, determining if 
the transceiver authentication result matches the request authentication 
result for that authentication value, and if the transceiver authentication 
result matches the request authentication result for that authentication 
value, performing the operation applying the authentication instruction to 
produce the authentication response. 

21 . (Original) The transceiver of claim 20 wherein the request authentication 
result is a hash value result produced from a hash function within the 
control station and wherein the authentication function is an equivalent 
hash function within the transceiver and wherein the request 
authentication result is calculated by the control station using the hash 
function on a copy of the authentication values in the set of authentication 
values within the transceiver authentication credentials that is 
programmed into the control station. 



22. (Original) The transceiver of claim 20 wherein when the transceiver 
performs the operation of applying the authentication instruction that 
matches the request authentication result to the request data value from 
the authentication request to produce the authentication response, the 
transceiver performs the operation of: 
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applying the authentication instruction to the request data value in 
conjunction with the transceiver identification code to obtain the 
authentication response. 

23. (Original) The transceiver of claim 1 6 wherein the transceiver performs 
the operation of repeating receiving an authentication request, applying 
authentication processing and transmitting the authentication response 
until at least one of: 

i) an authentication acknowledgement is received from the control 
station indicating that the transceiver was successfully authenticated; and 

ii) a number of repeated attempts to authenticate the transceiver 
each fail. 

24. (Original) The transceiver of claim 23 wherein the transceiver performs 
the operation of repeating the operations of receiving an authentication 
request, applying authentication processing and transmitting the 
authentication response and upon each repeated iteration of such 
operations, the authentication request specifies at least one of: 

i) a different request authentication result for use by the transceiver 
to select an authentication instruction; and 

ii) a different request data value for use by the transceiver during 
application of the selected authentication instruction. 

25. (Previously Presented) The transceiver of claim 16 wherein the 
transceiver is an RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) transceiver and 
wherein the control station operates an RFID (Radio Frequency 
Identification) management application. 
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26. (Original) The transceiver of claim 1 6 wherein when the transceiver 
performs the operation of receiving transceiver configuration information, 
the transceiver performs the operation of: 

performing an automatic download operation to receive the 
transceiver authentication credentials during trusted time period of 
operation of the transceiver. 

27. (Original) The transceiver of claim 1 9 wherein the identified 
authentication instruction is at least one of a roll forward and a roll back 
instruction and wherein the request data value indicates an amount by 
which to roll the instruction set and wherein when the transceiver performs 
the operation of applying the authentication instruction that matches the 
request authentication result to the request data value from the 
authentication request to produce the authentication response, the 
transceiver performs the operation of: 

shifting a relationship position of the authentication instruction 
relative to the transceiver authentication values in the authentication 
credentials by an amount specified by the request data value, such that 
each transceiver authentication value in the authentication credentials 
corresponds to a different authentication instruction than prior to shifting 
the relationship position of the authentication instruction. 

28. (Original) A control station comprising: 

a memory; 
a processor; 

a communications interface; 

an interconnection mechanism coupling the memory, the 
processor, and the communications interface, the memory encoded with 
an authentication process that when executed by the processor, causes 
the control station to authenticate operation of a transceiver with the 
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control station within a wireless remote identification system by causing 
the control station to perform the operations of: 

providing, via the communications interface, transceiver 
configuration information including a network address and transceiver 
authentication credentials to a transceiver; 

providing, via the communications interface, an authentication 
request from the control station within the remote identification system to 
the transceiver, the authentication request containing a request 
authentication result and a request data value; 

receiving, via the communications interface, an authentication 
response from the transceiver, the authentication response containing an 
authentication response answer to the authentication request; and 

determining if the authentication response answer is valid by 
applying authentication processing to the authentication response answer 
within the authentication response in conjunction with the transceiver 
authentication credentials, and if the authentication response answer is 
valid, transmitting, via the communications interface, an authentication 
success message to the transceiver. 

29. (Original) The control station of claim 28 wherein when the control 

station performs the operation of providing an authentication request from 
the control station within the remote identification system to the 
transceiver, the authentication request containing a request authentication 
result and a request data value, the control station performs the 
operations of: 

selecting a transceiver authentication value from the transceiver 
authentication credentials; and 

applying an authentication function to the transceiver authentication 
value to produce the request authentication result for use in the 
authentication request. 
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30. (Original) The control station of claim 29 wherein when the control 
station performs the operation of determining if the authentication 
response answer is valid, the control station performs the operations of: 

applying an authentication instruction corresponding to the selected 
transceiver authentication value to the request data value in conjunction 
with a transceiver identification code of the transceiver to which the 
authentication request was provided in order to produce a control station 
response; and 

comparing the control station response to the authentication 
response answer within the authentication response to determine if they 
are equivalent, and if they are equivalent, indicating that the authentication 
response answer is valid. 

31. (Canceled) A comput e r program product hav i ng a comput e r r e adab le 
m e d i um i nc l ud i ng comput e r program l og i c e ncod e d th e r e on that, wh e n 
p e rform e d i n a transc ei v e r hav i ng a coup li ng to a commun i cat i ons 
i nt e rfac e prov i d e s a m e thod for auth e nt i cat i ng th e transc ei v e r w i th a 
contro l stat i on i n a n e twork by p e rform i ng th e op e rat i ons of: 

r e c ei v i ng, v i a th e communicat i ons i nt e rfac e , transc ei v e r 
conf i gurat i on i nformat i on i nc l uding a network address and transce i ver 
authent i cat i on crodont i a l s, 

r e c ei v i ng, v i a th e commun i cat i ons i nt e rfac e , an auth e nt i cat i on 
r e qu e st from a contro l stat i on w i th i n th e r e mot e i d e nt i f i cat i on syst e m; 

app l y i ng auth e nt i cat i on process i ng to r e qu e st i nformat i on w i th i n th e 
auth e nt i cat i on r e qu e st i n conjunct i on w i th th e transc ei v e r auth e nt i cat i on 
cr e d e nt i a l s to produc e an auth e nt i cat i on r e spons e ; and 

transm i tt i ng, v i a th e commun i cat i ons i nt e rfac e , th e auth e nt i cat i on 
response to the contro l stat i on to a ll ow the contro l stat i on to determ i ne i f 
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th e transc ei v e r i s author i z e d to commun i cat e w i th i n th e r e mot e 
i d e nt i f i cat i on syst e m. 

32. (Canceled) A comput e r program product hav i ng a comput e r - r e adab le 
med i um i nc l ud i ng computer program l og i c oncododthoroon that, whon 
performed i n a contro l stat i on having a coup li ng to a commun i cat i ons 
i nt e rfac e prov i d e s a m e thod for auth e nt i cat i ng a transc ei v e r w i th th e 
contro l stat i on by p e rform i ng th e op e rat i ons of: 

prov i d i ng, v i a th e commun i cat i ons i nt e rfac e , transc ei v e r 
conf i gurat i on i nformat i on i nc l uding a n e twork addr e ss and transc ei v e r 
auth e nt i cat i on cr e d e nt i a l s to a transc ei v e r; 

prov i d i ng, v i a th e communications i nt e rfac e , an auth e nt i cat i on 
request from th e control stat i on w i th i n th e r e mote i d e nt i f i cat i on system to 
th e transc ei v e r, th e auth e nticat i on r e qu e st conta i n i ng a r e qu e st 
auth e nt i cat i on r e su l t and a r e qu e st data va l u e ; 

r e c ei v i ng, v i a th e commun i cat i ons i nt e rfac e , an auth e nt i cat i on 
r e spons e from th e transc ei v e r, th e auth e nt i cat i on r e spons e conta i n i ng an 
auth e nt i cat i on r e spons e answ e r to th e auth e nt i cat i on r e qu e st; and 

d e t e rm i n i ng i f th e auth e ntication r e spons e answ e r i s va li d by 
app l y i ng auth e nt i cat i on proc e ssing to th e auth e nt i cat i on r e spons e answ e r 
w i th i n the authent i cat i on response in conjunct i on w i th the transce i ver 
authent i cat i on crodont i a l s, and i f the authent i cat i on response answer i s 
va li d, transm i tt i ng, v i a th e commun i cat i ons i nt e rfac e , an auth e nt i cat i on 
succ e ss m e ssag e to th e transc ei v e r. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the transceiver 
authentication credentials includes at least one of a roll forward and a roll 
back instruction and wherein a request data value in the authentication 
request from the control station indicates an amount by which to roll an 
instruction set associated with the transceiver. 
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34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

maintaining a set of authentication instructions and corresponding 
authentication values generated by the transceiver; 

matching an authentication value received in the authentication 
request from the control station to a respective corresponding 
authentication value in the set; 

identifying a corresponding authentication instruction associated 
with the corresponding authentication value in the set; and 

applying the corresponding authentication instruction to a data 
value in the authentication request to produce the authentication 
response. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

maintaining a set of authentication instructions and corresponding 
authentication values generated by the transceiver; and 

shifting a relationship position of the authentication instructions 
relative to the corresponding authentication values in the set by an amount 
specified by a data value in the authentication request such that, after 
shifting the relationship position, each corresponding authentication value 
in the set corresponds to a different authentication instruction than prior to 
shifting the relationship position of the authentication instruction. 

36. (Currently Amended) A m e thod as i n c l a i m 1 , A method for authenticating 
operation of a transceiver with a control station within a wireless remote 
identification system, the method comprising: 

receiving transceiver configuration information including a network 
address and transceiver authentication credentials for associating with the 
transceiver, wherein receiving the authentication request includes 
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receiving a first data value and a second data value from the control 
station: 

receiving an authentication request from a control station within the 
remote identification system; 

producing an authentication response for authenticating the 
transceiver by applying authentication processing to request information 
in the authentication request, the authentication processing being based 
on use of the transceiver authentication credentials associated with the 
transceiver, wherein producing the authentication response includes: 
utilizing the first data value to identify an instruction of 
multiple instructions associated with the transceiver: 

computing an authentication response value by applying the 
identified instruction to the second data value: and 

generating the authentication response to include the 
authentication response value: and 

transmitting the authentication response to the control station to 
allow the control station to determine if the transceiver is authorized to 
communicate within the remote identification system; 

wherein receiving the transceiver authentication credentials 
includes: 

receiving a first alphanumeric value and a corresponding first 
instruction; 

receiving a second alphanumeric value and a corresponding 
second instruction; and 

maintaining the first alphanumeric value and the corresponding first 
instruction at the transceiver as a first value-instruction pair; 

maintaining the second alphanumeric value and the corresponding 
second instruction at the transceiver as a second value-instruction pair. 

37. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 36 further comprising: 
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applying the authentication processing at the transceiver to the first 
alphanumeric value to generate a first transceiver generated result 
associated with the first alphanumeric value and the corresponding first 
instruction; 

applying the authentication processing at the transceiver to the 
second alphanumeric value to generate a second transceiver generated 
result associated with the second alphanumeric value and the 
corresponding second instruction; 

maintaining the first transceiver generated result along with the first 
value-instruction pair; and 

maintaining the second transceiver generated result along with the 
second value-instruction pair. 

38. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 37, wherein applying 

authentication processing to request information within the authentication 
request includes: 

identifying an authentication value in the authentication request 
received from the control station; 

matching the authentication value in the authentication request to 
one of the first transceiver generated result and the second transceiver 
generated result; and 

if the authentication value in the authentication request received 
from the control station matches the first transceiver generated result, 
utilizing the corresponding first instruction to generate a response to the 
control station; and 

if the authentication value in the authentication request received 
from the control station matches the second transceiver generated result, 
utilizing the corresponding second instruction to generate a response to 
the control station. 
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39. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 37, wherein applying 
authentication processing to request information within the authentication 
request includes: 

identifying an authentication value in the authentication request 
received from the control station; 

attempting to match the authentication value in the authentication 
request to one of the first transceiver generated result and the second 
transceiver generated result; and 

if the authentication value in the authentication request received 
from the control station does not match either of the first and second 
transceiver generated result, failing authentication of the transceiver. 

40. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 1 , wherein applying 
authentication processing to request information within the authentication 
request based on the transceiver authentication credentials to produce an 
authentication response includes: 

based on information in the authentication request, identifying one 
of multiple authentication instructions maintained at the transceiver; and 

applying the identified one of multiple authentication instructions to 
i) a data value in the authentication request received from the control 
station and ii) an identification code associated with the transceiver to 
produce the authentication response. 

41 . (Previously Presented) The method as in claim 1 , wherein transmitting the 
authentication response to the control station enables the control station to 
identify whether the transceiver is authorized to communicate with remote 
tagged items with respect to the transceiver on communication paths other 
than through the control station, the method further comprising: 
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receiving an authentication success message from the control 
station indicating that the transceiver is able to communicate with the 
remote tagged items. 

42. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 1 , wherein applying 
authentication processing to request information in the authentication 
request based on the transceiver authentication credentials includes: 

based on information in the authentication request, identifying one 
of multiple authentication instructions maintained at the transceiver; and 

applying the identified one of multiple authentication instructions to 
a data value in the authentication request received from the control station 
to produce the authentication response. 

43. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 1 , wherein applying 
authentication processing to the request information includes: 

identifying an authentication instruction that matches a request 
authentication result received in the authentication request; and 

applying the authentication instruction that matches the request 
authentication result to a request data value in the authentication request 
to produce the authentication response. 

44. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 43, wherein identifying the 
authentication instruction includes: 

applying an authentication instruction to authentication values in a 
set of authentication values in the transceiver authentication credentials to 
produce corresponding transceiver authentication results; and 

for each of the corresponding transceiver authentication results, 
determining if a respective transceiver authentication result matches the 
request authentication result in the authentication result received in the 
authentication request; and 
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when identifying a match between the corresponding transceiver 
authentication results and the respective transceiver authentication, 
utilizing the corresponding authentication function to apply to the request 
data value in the authentication request to produce the authentication 
response. 

45. (Previously Presented) The method as in claim 42, wherein transmitting 
the authentication response to the control station enables the control 
station to identify whether the transceiver is authorized to communicate 
with remote tagged items with respect to the transceiver on 
communication paths other than through the control station, the method 
further comprising: 

receiving an authentication success message from the control 
station indicating that the transceiver is able to communicate with the 
remote tagged items. 

46. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 1 , wherein applying 
authentication processing to request information within the authentication 
request based on the transceiver authentication credentials to produce the 
authentication response includes: 

selecting an authentication instruction based on information in the 
authentication request; and 

applying the authentication instruction to a data value in the 
authentication request received from the control station to produce an 
authentication value for inclusion in the authentication response. 

47. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 46, wherein selecting the 
authentication instruction based on information in the authentication 
request includes obtaining the authentication instruction from multiple logic 
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operation instructions stored in the transceiver depending on a respective 
value of the information in the authentication request; and 

wherein applying the authentication instructions to the data value 
includes applying a selected logical operation instructions to the data 
value in the authentication request to produce the authentication value 
included in the authentication response. 

48. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 47, wherein transmitting the 
authentication response includes: 

transmitting the authentication response from the transceiver to the 
control station, the authentication response including the authentication 
value to enable the control station to identify whether the transceiver is 
authorized to communicate with remote tagged items , the transceiver 
configured to convey information from the remote tagged items to the 
control station subsequent to authorization by the control station, - with 
r e sp e ct to th e transc ei ver on commun i cat i on paths oth e r than through th e 
contro l stat i on. 

49. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1 , wherein transmitting the 
authentication response includes: 

transmitting the authentication response from the transceiver to the 
control station, the authentication response including the authentication 
value to enable the control station to identify whether the transceiver is 
authorized to communicate with remote tagged items with respect to the 
transceiver , on commun i cat i on paths oth e r than through th e contro l 
sto tion 

50. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 1 , wherein receiving the 
authentication request includes receiving a data value associated with the 
authentication request; and 



U.S. Application No.: 10/786,529 Attorney Docket No.: SUN03-1 4(040486) 
-24- 

wherein producing the authentication response includes: i) applying 
a computational instruction to modify the data value, and ii) generating the 
authentication response to include the modified data value. 

51 . (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 1 , wherein receiving the 
authentication request includes receiving a data value associated with the 
authentication request; and 

wherein producing the authentication response includes: 

selecting a given computational instruction of multiple 

computational instructions associated with the transceiver; 

computing an authentication response value by applying the 

given computational instruction to the data value associated with 

the authentication request; and 

generating the authentication response to include the 

authentication response value. 

52. (Canceled) A m e thod as i n c l a i m 1, wh e r ei n r e c ei v i ng th e auth e nt i cat i on 
r e qu e st i nc l ud e s r e c ei v i ng a f i rst data va l u e and a s e cond data va l u e from 
th e contro l stat i on; and 

wh e r ei n produc i ng th e auth e nt i cat i on r e spons e i nc l ud e s: 

ut ili z i ng tho f i rst data value to i dent i fy an i nstruct i on of 

mu l t i p l e i nstruct i ons associated w i th the transce i ver; 

comput i ng an auth e nt i cat i on r e spons e va l u e by app l y i ng th e 

i d e nt i f ie d i nstruct i on to th e second data va l u e ; and 

g e n e rat i ng th e auth e nticat i on r e spons e to i nc l ud e th e 

auth e nt i cat i on r e spons e va l u e . 



53. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1 further comprising: 
receiving a set of authentication values and corresponding 
instructions; 
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applying a hash function associated with the transceiver to each of 
the authentication values in the set to create a mapping of hashed 
authentication values to the corresponding instructions^ 

wh e r ei n r e c ei v i ng th e authent i cat i on r e qu e st i nc l ud e s r e c ei v i ng a 
f i rst data va l uo and a second data va l ue from the contro l stat i on; and 
whoro i n produc i ng tho authent i cat i on response i nc l udes: 

compar i ng th e f i rst data va l u e to th e hash e d auth e nt i cat i on 
va l u e s i n th e mapp i ng to id e nt i fy a g i v e n i nstruct i on of mu l t i p le 
i nstruct i ons assoc i at e d with the transc ei v e r; 

comput i ng an auth e nt i cat i on r e spons e va l u e by app l y i ng th e 
g i v e n i nstruct i on to th e s e cond data va l u e ; and 

g e n e rat i ng th e authenticat i on r e spons e to i nc l ud e th e 
authent i cat i on response value. 



54. (New) The method as in claim 1 further comprising: 

receiving a message from the control station, the message 

indicating that the transceiver is able to communicate with multiple 

wireless RFID tags; and 

retrieving information form the wireless RFID tags; and 
communicating the information to the control station. 



55. (New) The method as in claim 1 further comprising: 

maintaining a mapping in which each of multiple values are paired 
with a corresponding computational instruction for selective application to 
the second data value received in the request. 



